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HOLIDAY FIRE SAFETY TIPS
FROM THE
LAKEWOOD BOARD OF FIRE COMMISSIONERS
It’s fun to decorate and cook to celebrate the winter holidays, but holiday decorations and unsafe
cooking practices can increase your risk for a home fire. To assist you in being fire smart this
holiday season, the Lakewood Board of Fire Commissioners in conjunction with Fire Chief Mike
D’Elia Jr. and the members off the Lakewood Fire Department, offer the following tips.
•

Place Hanukkah lamps on sturdy nonflammable surfaces, at least three feet away from
flammable materials and in a location where they cannot be knocked over or something can
fall on top of them. Consider using battery-operated flameless candles, which can look, smell
and feel like real candles. Do not leave children unattended in a room with lit candles and do
not display lighted candles in windows or near exits in case you need these to escape. Never
leave a lit Hanukkah lamp unattended and keep matches, lighters and lit objects away from
children.

•

When purchasing a live Christmas tree, check for freshness. A fresh tree is green, needles are
hard to pull from branches and when bent between your fingers, needles do not break. The
trunk butt of a fresh tree is sticky with resin, and when tapped on the ground, the tree should
not lose many needles.

•

When setting up a tree at home, place it away from fireplaces and radiators. Since heated rooms
dry live trees out rapidly and can catch on fire easily, be sure to keep the stand filled with
water. Place the tree out of the way of traffic and do not block doorways.

•

Inspect holiday lights each year before you put them up. Throw away light strands with frayed
or pinched wires. Do not overload electrical outlets.

•

When cooking, roll up your sleeves and avoid wearing loose fitting clothing that can easily
catch fire. Do not reach over burners and other hot surfaces. Keep all flammable items
(dishtowels, curtains, etc.) at least three feet from the range top. Always turn pot handles
inward to prevent young children from pulling down a hot pan. Remain in the kitchen and keep
an eye on the stove or oven. Unattended cooking remains a leading cause of home fires in the
United States.

•

When frying, it is important to keep children away from the stove and other cooking elements.
Use the back burners so they are out of the reach of children. When reheating fried foods, be
careful of the oil that is in the food as it reheats, since it can cause severe burns. In the event
of a grease fire, smother the flames with a lid only if it is possible. Do not use water to
extinguish a grease fire as this will just increase the size of the fire. Do Not Hesitate to
Immediately Call 911.

